
U.S. Department of Transportation Docket Operations
West Building Ground Floor,
Room W12-140
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Re: Petition for Exemption from § 61.113(c) Of Title 14, Private Pilot Privileges And Limitations

Dear Administrator:

In accordance with 14 CFR 11.63 we respectfully request that you consider the attached petition
for exemption which is being submitted by Elevated Access, a volunteer pilot organization
engaged in facilitating charitable medical air transportation flights for ambulatory outpatients and
their escorts. This petition is being submitted to relieve Elevated Access from specific and
limited provisions of 14 CFR 61.113 in order to increase aviation safety and contribute to the
public good.

Please do not hesitate to contact us at the following address:

Very truly yours,

Mike Bohlmann
Executive Director
2501 Chatham Road, Suite N
Springfield, IL 62704



PETITION FOR EXEMPTION TO ALLOW REIMBURSEMENT OF FUEL COSTS FOR
VOLUNTEER PILOTS CONDUCTING CHARITABLE FLIGHTS

SUMMARY OF PETITION

Elevated Access is a not-for-profit volunteer pilot organization ("VPO") with approval from the
Internal Revenue Service as a charitable organization pursuant to Internal Revenue Code
("IRC") Section 501(c)(3). The primary purpose of Elevated Access is to help people access
healthcare not available in their local communities by arranging free air transportation provided
by volunteer pilots. Copies of Elevated Access’ Certificate of Incorporation and IRC Section
501(c)(3) approval from the Internal Revenue Service are attached as Exhibits "1" and "2".

Elevated Access hereby petitions for an exemption from the provision of the regulations in Title
14 of the Code of Federal Regulations § 61.1 13(c) that currently does not allow the
reimbursement to volunteer pilots of fuel costs incurred by them in conducting charitable flights.
Elevated Access believes it is in the public's interest to allow Elevated Access to reimburse
volunteer pilots for fuel costs incurred on charitable flights transporting patients to or from
distant specialized medical evaluation, diagnostic services, or treatment.

REASONS FOR REQUESTING THE EXEMPTION

Section 61.113(c) provides that:

"A private pilot may not pay less than the pro rata share of
the operating expenses of a flight with passengers, provided
the expenses involve only fuel, oil, airport expenditures or
rental fees."

Fuel costs have continued to rise significantly, and coupled with the downturn in the economy
over the last two years, it has become increasingly difficult for some volunteer pilots to carry out
charitable flights. It has also become increasingly difficult for charitable organizations to recruit
volunteer pilots. The clear effect of regulations in the current economy, with higher fuel costs
and aircraft expenses, has been a decline in pilot participation in volunteer flights that benefit
the public.

An exemption to allow Elevated Access to reimburse volunteer pilots for some or all fuel costs
will relieve overburdened volunteer pilots and increase the level of pilot participation, thus
expanding our ability to help the public. It will also allow Elevated Access to attract and
encourage more volunteer pilots to support our charitable medical air transportation service.

We believe the requested exemption is in the public's interest, since without the
requested exemption, many patients in financial need will not be able to get essential medical
care, sometimes of a life-saving nature.



Elevated Access believes that a targeted exemption, such as the one granted to Angel Flight
Mid-Atlantic (Exemption No. 10009G, Regulatory Docket No. FAA-2009-0702), a copy of which
is attached for your convenience as Exhibit "3" will stop the decline in volunteer pilot hours
resulting from the high costs of aviation fuel, and at the same time enhance aviation safety in
charitable medical flights.

ELEVATED ACCESS CHARITABLE FLIGHTS

Flights arranged by Elevated Access are dedicated to charitable purposes with a demonstrable
public benefit. Examples of charitable flights by Elevated Access include, but are not limited to,
the transport of patients and escorts to distant specialized medical facilities or places of care.
No payments of any kind are ever made to any Elevated Access volunteer pilot, to Elevated
Access, or to any other party or entity for the conduct of the flights facilitated by Elevated
Access.

SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS

Elevated Access has set minimum pilot requirements, operations standards, and a vetting
process in place to ensure that all volunteer pilots meet a minimum standard of flight
experience, and that for each flight, the pilots, equipment, and environment have been
assessed for hazards and risks, and that steps have been articulated to mitigate potential risks.

In addition, the exemption granted by the FAA to Angel Flight Mid-Atlantic in Exemption No.
10009G (Exhibit "3") increases the experience level of volunteer pilots, augments a culture of
safety, and increases documentation of pilot compliance as well as VPO compliance with safety
mandates. By granting the requested exemption to Elevated Access, the FAA will promote its
safety and regulatory objectives through another volunteer pilot organization.

THE PUBLIC INTEREST IN GRANTING THE REQUESTED EXEMPTION

Elevated Access is a valuable resource serving communities in need. By arranging charitable
medical flights, Elevated Access serves an important public benefit by reducing the financial and
time burdens incurred by patients in need of access to distant care. This is especially true in
cases where surrounding circumstances create a shortage of available commercial or public
assets.

The full cost of conducting charitable flights for Elevated Access currently rests with the
volunteer pilots. A significant portion of the cost borne by the pilots is for fuel. Those costs can
be calculated and quantified very carefully on the basis of recorded flight times, nominal burn
rates and average retail fuel costs. If Elevated Access were able to reimburse its pilots for the
fuel component of the charitable flights, that would help increase the level of volunteer pilot
participation. Allowing reimbursement of these expenses would serve the public benefit by



expanding the pool of available, highly qualified pilots, and thereby increase patient access to
flights.That would directly benefit the public.

Respectfully submitted.

Elevated Access

Mike Bohlmann
Executive Director
2501 Chatham Road, Suite N
Springfield, IL 62704


